
School Day Partnerships 
at West Philadelphia High 

School



Agenda
● 2:45-3:45 pm  Academically-Based Community Service Classes (ABCS)  at West 

Philadelphia High School
●       Case Studies
●       Panel discussion
●       Q&A
● 3:45-4 pm Welcome from School Leadership
● 4-4:30 pm High School Student Panel ft. UACS After-School Programs 



Panelists
Dr. Lori Flanagan-Cato, Associate Professor of Psychology and Co-Director Undergraduate Neuroscience Program at Upenn. ABCS  
practitioner for the last 8 years.

Dr. Philip Nelson, Professor of Physics, Department of Physics and Astronomy at Upenn. ABCS practitioner for the last 4 years. 

Dr. Ryan Batkie,  Instructor, Department of Physics and Astronomy, former public school teacher and teacher educator. ABCS practitioner for 
3 years.

Ankita Reddy MD/PhD student, Provost’s Academic Engagement Fellowship (PGAEF) recipient. Perelman School of Medicine at Upenn. ABCS 
practitioner for one year.

Mr. Brendan Zimmie, physics and mathematics teacher, West Philadelphia High School. ABCS practitioner for two years.

Mrs. Marie Wilkins-Walker, Computer Systems Networking Teacher, CTE teacher leader; many years working with the Netter Center in 
different capacities.

Zac Steele, Moelis Access Science Director, Netter Center for Community Partnerships. Former public school teacher. ABCS practitioner for 
two years.



Academically-Based Community Service 
(ABCS) Course Strategy
● These classes are rostered at Penn across a variety of different 

disciplines and involve a community engaged component. 

● Integrate service, teaching, research, and learning.

● Help solve universal problems as they are manifested locally.

● Designed to improve the quality of life and learning in the community 
and the quality of learning and scholarship in the University.

● Help students to become active, creative, contributing citizens of a 
democratic society.

● Ideally involve co-planning between University faculty and K-12 
teachers.

At Penn…
● 1991-1992: 4 ABCS courses
● 2000-2001: 38 ABCS courses
● 2010-2011: 62 ABCS courses
● 2023-2024: 82 ABCS courses













EVERYDAY PSYCHOLOGY
● New Course.

● Counts for psychology major “research 
experience” requirement.

● Fifteen Penn students, 15 HS students.

● Fridays: Penn students learn about community 
engaged research, develop research questions.

● Wednesdays: Teaching-learning groups at the 
high school to support AP psychology.



Penn student work: 
Lessons provide content and hands-on learning



Penn student work

Each month, students must write a reflection on their teaching-learning experiences.

Students get a strong initial exposure to research, reading journal articles, 
developing a research question, interrogating literature, embarking on simple data 
collection, writing a research report.

Students do a lot of collaborative work: teaching, journal club presentations, and 
data analysis.



STRENGTHS/CHALLENGES

Penn students are excited to teach psychology.

West students have been very interested in learning.

Presence of Mr. McClintock removes any need for attendance/behavior 
management.

Penn and West class times do not align, therefore class time is a bit short.



WHY THIS WORKS

NETTER CENTER STAFF
FACILITATED SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP
IN-BUILDING COORDINATOR
TRANSPORTATION
COURSE DEVELOPMENT GRANT

PENN STUDENTS
ENTHUSIASM AND STRONG ENROLLMENT

WEST STAFF AND STUDENTS
GREAT COMMUNICATION
STUDENTS ARE BRIGHT AND ENGAGED



EXPANSION?

Psychology Department has requested this course be offered 
again next year.

Penn students are developing plan for additional tutoring for 
the AP exam.


















