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Netter Center/UACS Partnerships with Penn’s Entrepreneurship Legal Clinic to 
support 
● the creation of Rebel Ventures, a high school student -run nonprofit food 

business
● The efforts of the Netter Center Participatory Action Design Studio whose 

mission is to develop engaging educational materials for UACS programs. 



Netter Center Overview
The Netter Center develops and helps implement democratic and mutually transformative 
partnerships between Penn and West Philadelphia that improve the quality of life on campus and 
in the community and advance research, teaching, learning, practice, and service. 

– Academically Based Community Service (ABCS)
– University-Assisted Community Schools (UACS)
– Democratic Anchor Institution approach

Strategies shared across the country and around the world, serving as a model for 
democratic university-community engagement.
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The Netter Center: Key Goals

● Create long-term mutually beneficial/transformative 
relationships between the University of Pennsylvania and the 
greater West Philadelphia community

● Leverage resources and help the university become more 
engaged in the community

● Have all students (K-16+) learn through collaborative 
problem-solving of real-world, local issues

● Empower K-16+ students to collaboratively  make changes in 
their own community 



Netter/UACS Food Education Overview

WHAT

● Fruit Stands
● School Garden
● Good Food Bag
● Smoothie Bike
● Rebel Ventures
● Community Dinners
● Participatory Action Design Studio

WHO

● K-12 students, staff, faculty
● Penn students, staff, faculty
● Agatston Urban Nutrition 

Initiative (AUNI)/UACS/Netter 
Staff

● Outside partners

HOW Our food education work at Netter starts by listening to the needs 
in our K-12 partner schools. Based on the needs and resources available, 
we design projects that put teams of K-16+ students in control of creating 
a healthier food system in their schools and communities.



Rebel Ventures
● Rebel Ventures is a high-school 

student powered healthy food 
business.

● HS and Penn students, 
supported by Netter staff and 
industry partners, work together 
to run the social enterprise. 

● Penn partnerships:
○ Wharton: Management, Leadership, 

Finance, Sales, Marketing, 
Entrepreneurship

○ Law: Entrepreneurship Legal Clinic

○ Nonprofit Leadership, Social Work

○ Design, Fine Arts, Integrated 
Product Design

○ Graduate School of Education



Rebel Ventures and Penn Law 
Entrepreneurship Legal Clinic

● Critical ELC supports
○ Advisement on entity structure 

creation and separation from Penn
■ Consider issues of ‘Unrelated 

Business Income (UBIT)’, 
employment flexibility for HS 
students, etc

○ Drafting bylaws, providing editorial 
support over time

○ Filing Nonprofit Creation paperwork 
with State, apply for Federal Nonprofit 
Status.

○ Support the development of Board of 
Directors Governance Protocols.

○ Participate directly with HS students, 
Netter staff,  and RV Board













































Rebel Ventures at UACS



Participatory Action Design Studio
● The Participatory Action 

Design Studio is a group of 
Penn undergrad and 
graduate students who 
work together on a design 
projects that are needed by 
Netter Center programs. 

● Penn partnerships:
○ Design

○ Architecture

○ Fine Arts

○ Integrated Product Design





Need Designer(s) Status Ideal Due Date Notes

Netter Branding Guide Alice, Cindy In Progress

Library Consulting Project Nik, Ejun In Progress Continue thinking about 
collaboration with Mr. 
Cannon

Smoothie Bike Logo Miyu In progress 4/5 Update next week 2/23!

Harvest Fruit/Veg Game Cards Alice, Jill, 
Connie, Ale

In progress

Pest Signs Cindy, Ejun, 
Connie

In progress 4/12 Draft of the sign with the 
size, info, composition etc.. 

Netter Center Graphic Assistance Zoya In progress 

Philly Student Art Logo Ale In progress Waiting for feedback! 

UACS Hierarchy of Expectations Annette Assigned Draft by 3/18 

Rebel Ventures Wordpress Needs 
assignment



Harvest Game 
Cards

Instructions & Needs: 
● Create a set of Fruit/Vegetable trading cards 

that kids will love and learn from
● Incorporate different information about the 

fruit/vegetable in a kid-appealing way
● Blood oranges, strawberries, goldrush 

apples harrowcrisp pears, plums, 
● Card info: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G
PAKFQPKaZh0BgK7M2aYGwKQI44pqK0F
bvkxM8p2uc/edit#gid=0 

Resources: 
https://fruitsandveggies.org/stories/fruits/

https://fdc.nal.usda.gov/
https://plants.usda.gov/home

https://fallingfruit.org/data
https://www.tradewindsfruit.com/content/fruitssc

ientific.htm

Designer(s): 

● Jill
● Ale

Status: 

In progress

Due date: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G-PAKFQPKaZh0BgK7M2aYGwKQI44pqK0FbvkxM8p2uc/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G-PAKFQPKaZh0BgK7M2aYGwKQI44pqK0FbvkxM8p2uc/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G-PAKFQPKaZh0BgK7M2aYGwKQI44pqK0FbvkxM8p2uc/edit#gid=0
https://fruitsandveggies.org/stories/fruits/
https://fdc.nal.usda.gov/
https://plants.usda.gov/home
https://fallingfruit.org/data
https://www.tradewindsfruit.com/content/fruitsscientific.htm
https://www.tradewindsfruit.com/content/fruitsscientific.htm




● Fair Use - Education Setting
● Over we can’t resemble a distinct brand 

(even the gradient, shading is 
copyrightable) 

● Recommendation is to design shareable 
educational materials that avoid likelihood of 
confusion - kids shouldn’t think it looks like a 
pokemon card — include kids as focus 
groups for designs, ensure they are 
distinctive 

● Game/point system is ubiquitous - nobody 
can own this

Learnings from Penn Law 
students

For educational purposes. Do not reproduce



Thank you! 


