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Partnering for Impact:
Community Schools & Law Schools
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Where did we start? We asked families, students, community members, and school staff 
about their hopes and dreams for their community school, their students, and their 
community. We then identified how to collectively make those dreams a reality. 
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Community School Innovation.  Parents, caregivers, and school staff co-created 
a parent-led preschool coop supported by community partners. 
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Community partners and assets. Central NM Community College, the Daniels 
Fund, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, University of NM Family Development Program, 
and the Keeler Foundation supported the enrollment of 14 moms in the one- year 
Child Development Certificate Program. 
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Engaging experts. We engaged professors and students with the UNM School 
of Law who worked with 5 parents to create a cooperatively owned childcare 
business, licensed with the State of NM. Bilingual law students conducted all 
meetings, and wrote bylaws, etc. in Spanish or with interpretation. 



Ec
on

om
ic

 
Im

pa
ct

Entrepreneurs. A cooperatively owned business creates economic impact 
by contributing income for the owners and their families and by providing  
needed childcare services for the community.  
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Expansion! The business, Learning Together Childcare Center, is a 5-star rated childcare 
provider and their director is state-wide trainer. They  have just expanded to their second 
location at another community school and serve ages 3-10. 
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Paulina “The CO-OP project has been a unique experience that has changed my life. 
Being part of this project has helped me grow personally and professionally. I am very 
grateful because I had the opportunity to go to college and be able to obtain my 
Associates in Early Education. It has also given me the tools to help the children and 
families in my community. All these experiences have made me be the best example for 
my children and my family. I feel very proud to hear my children say: I want to be like my 
mother and I want to go to university like her. Being part of this project I have had the 
opportunity to provide a better future for my children, to be able to have a business and 
provide jobs in our community.”

Nuvia “The CO-OP project has been a great experience in my life and an excellent 
opportunity to learn, enjoy collaborative work and develop personally and 
professionally. I am currently studying at CNM to obtain my associate degree  in early 
education. It makes me happy to be able to support families and children. It is wonderful 
to do what you enjoy or like and have that bring joy to someone's life. It makes me 
happy to contribute with my work at home, to this great country and to be able to 
generate job and professional development opportunities for more people.”  

Press play to see a video about the Preschool Parent Co-Op project

https://youtu.be/e4iMV4W2bjc
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