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CCSC: Who We Are 
The Catamount Community Schools Collaborative (CCSC) is a 
dynamic and longstanding research-policy-practice-
partnership (RP3) between the University of Vermont’ College 
of Education and Social Services, the Vermont Agency of 
Education, and state and community partners to support a 
sustainable ecosystem of community schools across Vermont. 

https://site.uvm.edu/ccsc/?page_id=8
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Catamount Community Schools Collaborative: University Assisted 
Community School (UACS)

CCSC supporting community schools implementation and 
sustainability through long-term, mutually beneficial, 
democratic partnerships via 4 main strategies. We are 
aligned with National UACS but unique! 

Applied Research 

Student Internships, Placements and Support 

Professional Development + Outreach 

Grant Funding + Resource Provision 
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CCSC Student Internships: Place-based Learning
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Interdisciplinary Experiential Learning

CCSC Student Interns as UVM Ambassadors 

Student Identity and Career Development 

Cultivate Sense of Purpose through Impact

Student Internships: High Impact, Broad Reach  

"So that's definitely been a way that I have grown since this 
internship has started...and I think in terms of my future career, I think 
Community Schools is something I had heard like whispers about 
and like, talked about a little bit through different friends being in 
education or wanting to go into education... And then getting this full 
experience of seeing the value in it and seeing how impactful it is 
and the relationships I've made with the senior [citizens] in the area 
and the children has made me really consider this market and like 
seeing if there's anything out there that I could possibly join once I 
graduate."

- UVM Food Systems Undergraduate
North Country Supervisory Union

Newport Center, VT

“I just think the world is so vast…there's just so many things going on 
and it's hard- like it's easy to feel like you're kind of getting drowned 
out by all that noise. But doing the work I did this summer, I was like 
able to see how much work that I was able to accomplish in a few 
days…in a public space where people were commenting on it and 

using it and I guess that's been really cool and I think that's 
something that's really important about the rural community that we 

were in.” UVM English Major interning with Public Library”
- UVM Undergraduate English Major

Interning with Bethel Public Library
Bethel, VT

“I have so enjoyed absorbing all the knowledge I can, and 
it's made me even think that, like, maybe this is what I 

want to do for grad school….like an agroecology kind of a 
thing. Like I am rethinking my major because I love this. So 

yeah, I would say I feel great living here. I’ve learned 
things that I really couldn't learn just from a computer, 

and I've really enjoyed getting to know this area too, and 
like the surrounding areas. I feel like I have more Vermont 

knowledge now.” - UVM Public Health Undergraduate
Interning with Community Gardens

Bethel, VT
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• CCSC provides technical assistance via School 

Health Experts and co-facilitation of state wide 

SBHC peer collaborative network

• Provide 1:1 on site mentoring and support for 

community schools interested in establishing or 

bolstering SBHC with local provider

• Development of community facing practitioner 

oriented resources: digital story and 

implementation guides

• Community engaged research: role of school 

nurses in CS and SBHC and "seat time"

PRACTICE RELEVANT SCHOLARSHIP: SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CENTERS
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Centering Practice: Multi-generational meals at Newport Town School

"It's like 
Christmas, you 
gather your family 
around and you 
enjoy having fun 
with them. It's very 
sweet and it 
makes you feel at 
home."
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CCSC Campus Partners: Leahy Institute for Rural Partnerships 
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Rural UACS is possible

CCSC as a hub and spoke and match maker

Think outside traditional disciplines

Engage with strategic campus partners

Braid and blend funding

Translating the work across audiences (university, 

school, academic, national)

Key Takeaways 
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THANK YOU!

Questions? Comments?

Email: bgarnett@uvm.edu

Follow the QR code to learn more about the 
Catamount Community Schools Collaborative!

Click on the LINK to engage with our community 
schools digital stories! 

https://www.uvm.edu/d10-files/documents/2025-03/Vermont-Community-School-Digital-Story-Library-3.pdf
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